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ARMED FORCES TRIBUNAL,
REGIONAL BENCH, GUWAHATI

15. OA-17/2023
With MA-20/23

Capt Sarat Chandra Medhi (Retd)
...... Applicant
By legal practitioners for
Applicant.
AR Tahbildar

-Versus-

UOI & Others.
....... Respondents
By legal practitioner for
Respondents.
PK Garodia

CORAM:

HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SUDHIR MITTAL, MEMBER (J)
HON'BLE AIR MSHL BALAKRISHNAN SURESH,MEMBER (A)

ORDER

09.10.2023

The applicant was a Commissioned Officer having been
commissioned in 1% Naga Regiment of Indian Army in 1974. On
13.10.1978, he was diagnosed with “Schizophrenia” and was
invalided from service w.e.f. 19.03.1980 in Permanent Low Medical
Category. His claim for grant of disability pension was rejected by
the order dated 12.03.1980 and 1st appeal was rejected vide order
dated 17.09.1983. The present OA has been filed on 14.07.2023
and is apparently barred by limitation. The argument raised by the
learned counsel for applicant that copies of the order dated
12.03.1980 and 17.09.1983 were not available with the applicant
has to be taken with a pinch of salt. The fact that 1%t appeal was
filed against the order dated 12.03.1980, in itself shows that the
copy of the rejection order was received by the applicant at the
address given by him.




Thus, it cannot be accepted that the decision of the 1% appeal
was not received by him although sent at the same address.

Limitation of 6 months is provided by Sec 22 of the Armed
Forces Tribunal Act, 2007. The delay in approaching the Tribunal
can be condoned provided sufficient cause has been shown. In the
present case no sufficient cause has been shown and resultantly the
delay cannot be condoned.

OA is accordingly dismissed on the ground of limitation.

(Air Mshl Balakrishnan Suresh) (Justice Sudhir Mittal)
MEMBER (A) MEMBER (J)
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